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Prayer for the Departed

~

The family invites everyone to join us in the reception hall for fellowship and refreshments

Remembering Ford
Ford Essex Otey, the son of Fleming B. Otey and Mattie Green Otey, was born September 10, 1920 in Nashville, TN. He was

the youngest of seven children and they resided at the family home on Heiman Street. Ford was educated in the Nashville

public schools and was a 1938 graduate of Pearl High School. Until his passing, he was an active member of the Pearl High

Club. Ford also attended the Gupton Mortuary College of Science.

Ford married his next door neighbor and high school sweetheart, Elnora James, on January 7, 1942. Their household was

blessed with three children; Ford Ronald and Julia Marcena Otey, and Robert Milton James, Jr. Elnora and Ford cared for

Robert as their own after the death of Robert's mother (Ruth Hughes - Ford and Elnora's sister-in-law) during childbirth. In

later years, they offered their help daily in caring for their granddaughters, Traci and Lisa Otey. These are just two of the many

testaments of the love, kindness, and devotion Ford and Elnora shared as a couple.

During World War II, Ford served as a Corporal in the U.S. Army. He had the opportunity to be stationed in Hawaii, Japan and

Korea. He learned to speak Japanese and would often engage in conversations with others who spoke Japanese, much to

everyone's surprise.

People in the Nashville community remember Ford for his loving spirit and willingness to help others. Whether one knew him

from his work in various funeral homes, from the family grocery stores, or even from his salvage yard on Heiman Street, Ford

was always smiling and sharing jokes and stories to make others laugh. He continued to be the life of every gathering, always

getting up to dance and snap his fingers to a good tune.

Ford declared his belief in Bahá'u'lláh and became a member of the Bahá'i Faith in 1938. He was taught the Faith by Louis

G. Gregory (an attorney and Baha'i lecturer from Washington D.C.) and Albert James (Ford's future brother-in-law and

Tennessee's first Bahá’i youth in 1934). Ford and Elnora, along with Albert, launched four generations of a family devoted to

the Bahá’i Faith. They hosted many Bahá’i meetings in their home and when Bahá’i travelers were in town and needed a place

to stay, they would open their home to accommodate them. They opened their hearts and home to people of many cultural

and religious backgrounds during the times of segregation. Ford is the last of the early Bahá’i believers of Nashville to leave us.

Ford was preceded in death by his wife, Elnora (James) Otey; daughter, Julia (Otey) Lee; son-in-law, Curtiss Lee; granddaughter,

Anika James; siblings Flem B. Otey, William Otey, John H. Otey, Sr., Rev. Dr. Richard O. Otey, Marion Elizabeth Otey Bowman,

and Edward Otey. He leaves to celebrate his life his children: Ford R. (Ron) Otey and Dr. Robert (Mahtaj) James; grandchildren

Traci Otey (Jonathan) Blunt, Lisa Otey (Jamal) Spencer, Curtiss (Brianna) Lee II, Meredith (Reginald) Freeman, Christopher

Lee, Melinda (Bismark) Aguilera and Shawheen James; great-grandchildren Jordan Otey-Wilson, Xiomara, Isabella and Cruz

Aguilera, Cassidy Freeman, Alexander and Zachary Lee, and Mari Blunt;  numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives,

and close friends.



From the Bahá’í Holy Writings Meditations On Life After Death
Prayer for the Departed

O my God!  O my God!  Verily, thy servant, humble before the majesty of Thy divine supremacy, lowly at the door of Thy

oneness, hath believed in Thee and in Thy verses, hath testified to Thy word, hath been enkindled with the fire of Thy love,

hath been immersed in the depths of the ocean of Thy knowledge, hath been attracted by Thy breezes, hath relied upon Thee,

hath turned his face to Thee, hath offered his supplications to Thee, and hath been assured of Thy pardon and forgiveness.

He hath abandoned this mortal life and hath flown to the kingdom of immortality, yearning for the favor of meeting Thee.

O Lord, glorify his station, shelter him under the pavilion of Thy supreme mercy, cause him to enter Thy glorious paradise,

and perpetuate his existence in Thine exalted rose garden, that he may plunge into the sea of light in the world of mysteries.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Powerful, the Forgiver and the Bestower.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá

Hidden Words from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh

O SON OF THE SUPREME!

I have made death a messenger of joy to thee. Wherefore dost thou grieve? I made the light to shed on thee its
splendor. Why dost thou veil thyself therefrom?

O SON OF MAN!

Sorrow not save that thou art far from Us. Rejoice not save that thou art drawing near and returning unto Us.

O SON OF MAN!

Rejoice in the gladness of thine heart, that thou mayest be worthy to meet Me and to mirror forth My beauty.

At first it is very difficult to welcome death, but after attaining its new condition the soul is grateful, for it has been released
from the bondage of the limited to enjoy the liberties of the unlimited. It has been freed from a world of sorrow, grief and
trials to live in a world of unending bliss and joy. The phenomenal and physical have been abandoned in order that it may
attain the opportunities of the ideal and spiritual. - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

To consider that after the death of the body the spirit perishes, is like imagining that a bird in a cage will be destroyed if the
cage is broken, though the bird has nothing to fear from the destruction of the cage. Our body is like the cage, and the spirit
is like the bird. We see that without the cage this bird flies in the world of sleep; therefore if the cage becomes broken, the
bird will continue and exist: its feelings will be even more powerful, its perceptions greater, and its happiness increased. In
truth, from hell it reaches a paradise of delights, because for the thankful birds there is no paradise greater than freedom
from the cage. - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

The world beyond is as different from this world as this world is different from that of the child while still in the womb of
its mother. When the soul attaineth the Presence of God, it will assume the form that best befitteth its immortality and is
worthy of its celestial habitation. - Bahá’u’lláh

Know thou of a truth that the soul, after its separation from the body, will continue to progress until it attaineth the presence
of God, in a state and condition which neither the revolution of ages and centuries, nor the changes and chances of this
world, can alter. It will endure as long as the Kingdom of God, His sovereignty, His dominion and power will endure. It will
manifest the signs of God and His attributes, and will reveal His loving kindness and bounty. The movement of My Pen is
stilled when it attempteth to befittingly describe the loftiness and glory of so exalted a station. The honor with which the
Hand of Mercy will invest the soul is such as no tongue can adequately reveal, nor any other earthly agency describe.
Blessed is the soul which, at the hour of its separation from the body, is sanctified from the vain imaginings of the peoples
of the world. Such a soul liveth and moveth in accordance with the Will of its Creator, and entereth the all-highest Paradise.
The Maids of Heaven, inmates of the loftiest mansions, will circle around it, and the Prophets of God and His chosen ones
will seek its companionship. With them that soul will freely converse, and will recount unto them that which it hath been
made to endure in the path of God, the Lord of all worlds. If any man be told that which hath been ordained for such a soul
in the worlds of God, the Lord of the throne on high and of earth below, his whole being will instantly blaze out in his great
longing to attain that most exalted, that sanctified and resplendent station.... The nature of the soul after death can never be
described, nor is it meet and permissible to reveal its whole character to the eyes of men. - Bahá’u’lláh

A friend asked: “How should one look forward to death?”

‘Abdu’l-Bahá answered: “How does one look forward to the goal of any journey? With hope and with expectation. It is even
so with the end of this earthly journey. In the next world, man will find himself freed from many of the disabilities under
which he now suffers. Those who have passed on through death, have a sphere of their own. It is not removed from ours;
their work, the work of the Kingdom, is ours; but it is sanctified from what we call ‘time and place.’ Time with us is measured
by the sun. When there is no more sunrise, and no more sunset, that kind of time does not exist for man. Those who have
ascended have different attributes from those who are still on earth, yet there is no real separation.”

“In prayer there is a mingling of station, a mingling of condition. Pray for them as they pray for you!” - ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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Our family wishes to offer deep and heartfelt thanks for the numerous acts of kindness expressed during the death of our
loved one. We have been comforted by your outpouring of love, prayers, visits, and other thoughtful deeds. We will forever
cherish your love and concern.

- The Family of Ford E. Otey

Special Prayer Request

“Please continue to pray for the progression of my soul…”

O my God!  O Thou forgiver of sins, bestower of gifts, dispeller of afflictions!

Verily, I beseech thee to forgive the sins of such as have abandoned the physical garment and have ascended 
to the spiritual world.

O my Lord!  Purify them from trespasses, dispel their sorrows, and change their darkness 
into light. Cause them to enter the garden of happiness, cleanse them with the most pure water, 

and grant them to behold Thy splendors on the loftiest mount.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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Funeral Services Entrusted to
New Generation Funeral Home

2930 Murfreesboro Pike
Antioch, TN 37013

Tonya Scales-Haynes
Pastor Derrick L. Jackson

Funeral Directors
(615) 365-7105   

NewGenerationFH.com

Interment
Thursday, January 3, 2012

11:00 am
Middle TN State Veterans Cemetery

7931 McCrory Lane
Nashville, TN  37221




